A GLASSROOM
THAI
PUBLISHES

WACS, Alden's student-run broadcast

WACS Daily replaced the morning
announcements in September 2024

The whole school is the audience,
every single day

Every student holds a real job

They pitch, get feedback, revise,
and hit real deadlines

TEACHING IS JUST JOURNALISM FOR A
SMALLER AUDIENGE.

Colin Dabkowski | ELA & Multimedia Production | Alden High School



CREATIVE WRITING

THE PARK
SIREET
GALLERY

A real literary magazine, published every year since 2023
Students apply for staff jobs - editors, designers, layout
The class splits: some build the magazine, some write for it
They select, edit, design, and publish it themselves

Each year's staff inherits the magazine from the last

Colin Dabkowski | Creative Writing | Alden High School




The M 1
f Mentorshi

In our College English 12 class, we complaled a meaningful project afler reading Tuesdays with Morme, whera we raflectod on our own
lives lo identify our greatest moentors. Through this project, many of us wera able lo strengthan relalionghips with peopla who already
meant a kot to us, or learn more about family mambers who have passed away by listening to stores and mamories from loved ones
Like any project worth time and effort, it came with challenges. Some of us struggled lo set up interviews, while others found the
emotional aspect difficult at imes. However, those challenges made the experience feel more genuing and impactful. In the end,
everyone was able to create something personal that they could be proud of,

Editor's Note:

English 12 Podcasts Home  Mentors » O

The icons and quotes below each belong to a ‘.'ipl}ﬁlfll’.: podcast, Qur dasign leam decidad (o leave the links anonymaous so that visitors to
the website could choose the quole they connected with most and be surprised at the resulling page and podcasl. Please enjoy the work
these students put together in search of answers to the ullimate question: What makes a meaningful life?

WHOSE WISDOM DO YOU CARRY?

Choose a mentor and create the questions |
Record, edit in Descript, add your narration 'H'

Publish a podcast + one-pager on the class website RN Recemmd  bodpessr ke
Share your finished work with visitors from Buffalo State

A new collection every year since 2022

me feel any different yourself and your learning.”
tham thak | sarae fiaek varal i me ¥

Colin Dabkowski | College English 12 | Alden High School



INTRO TO ACTING

TWO GOMPANIES, ONE
GLASS

STUDENTS BUILT THE CLASS WITH ME:
THEY PICKED THE DIRECTION, CHOSE THEIR COMPANY, AND PITCHED THEIR PROJECTS ON PITCHDAY.

FILM COMPANY STORY COMPANY

A SCARY SHORT FILM STORYTELLING WITH SOCK PUPPETS
WRITE IT. SHOOT IT. EDIT IT. ADAPT AND WRITE STORIES FOR KIDS
SCREEN IT FOR A TEST AUDIENCE BUILD THE PUPPETS. REHEARSE THE SHOW.
PREMIERE NIGHT STORY TIME LIVE FOR A YOUNG AUDIENCE

COLIN DABKOWSKI | INTRO TO ACTING | ALDEN HIGH SCHOOL



HOW | SELL
STUDENTS ON CREATIVE INNOVATOR

PBI. EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR

1. Say why — out loud, early, more than once

2. Ask their hopes and worries, then keep the answers REF[EBT“’E &
3. Build the rules together FUTURE FUCUSED

4. Name the real audience on day one

5. Expect it to break — and let them watch you fix it
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